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refreshing to breathe the new air of a scene where every
landmark is quite unfamiliar; and there is nothing to be
said for the supercilious Frenchman who, confronted with
a national hero in Buenos Aires, murmured helplessly, " La
bataille de Santa-Rosa . . . Qu'est~ce qu'on peut dire d un
general qui a gagne la bataille de Santa-Rosa ? " The same,
one might reply, as anyone would say to a soldier who had
won Austerlitz or Gravelotte or the Marne or any of the
names familiar to the devotees of European legend. But
the delight of an excursion into South American history is
its almost total novelty, the rich profusion of unaccustomed
names undimmed by any connotation of class-room tedium.
Bring me my list of Chilean Presidents. Or hear me, if
you will, the battles of the Paraguayan War. A miracle
has happened: for the first time since leaving school I am
prepared to learn something.